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Amy C. Ransome 


MY C. RANSOME, Second Vice- 
Chairman of the National Woman's 
Party and Treasurer of the World 
Woman's Party, died August 13th in 
Mrs. Ransome was the daughter of Susan 
Clarkson and Miles Rock. She was born at 
Cordova, Argentina, where her father, Miles 
Rock, was conducting astronomical experi- 
ments for the 

Shortly after her b Mrs. Ransome’s 
father moved to Central merica. There he 
was establishing the boundary line between 
Guatamala and Mexico and much of Mrs. 
Ransome’s youth was spent in that part of 
the world, 

Later she matriculated at Bryn Mawr, 
where she received the degree of B. A, under 
the presidency of M. Carey Thomas, who con- 
ferred on her the honor of — 2 her for 
2 work in Heidelberg and Berlin where 

studied chemistry and music, Returning 
to America, she held a position in the Chem- 
ical Laboratory of the Geological Survey of 
the Interior Department and there she met 
4 Leslie Ransome, whom she later 

For many years Mrs. Ransome made her 
home in Washington, where she maintained 
active 3 with twenty-two o izations. 

— president of the n 

Chapter of the American Association of Uni- 

versity Women and the Washington Bryn 

‘ Mawr Alumni Association. She was a Non ee 
member of House Keepers’ Alliance and one 

— of the organizers of the Women's Land Army 
of the last war. 

y Later Mrs. Ransome moved to California 
and there she was closely 9 in the 
Parent Teachers’! Association, the Pasadena 

> e of Women Voters and the Pasadena 

if Business and Professional Women’s Clubs. 
Retaining always a close connection with the 

of American Association of University Women, 

* she was President at one time of the South- 

! er death and for many years preceding 

4 Ransome's chief interest centered in 

ts 

ne 

- 


* National Woman's Party, of which she 
was the 2nd Vice-Chairman. en she moved 
she took over the Chairmanship 
8 the State Branch of the National Woman's 


—4 World Woman's Party was or- 
v- Mrs. Ransome accepted the treasur- 
n- ( 2 ontinued on page 70) 
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Amy C. Ransome 
(Continued from front page) 
2 and travelled to Geneva to be present at the opening of 
the World Headquarters. Recently she accepted the irman- 


ship of the Committee of the Americas, for the World Woman’s 
Party, and she was planning the organization of this develop- 
ment when she died. 

A student of the classics of French, German and Spanish, 
Mrs. Ransome was a logical choice for delegate to international 
gatherings. She represented the National Council of Women at 
the international meeting in Edinborough and the National 
Woman’s Party at the Open Door International at Cambridge, 
England. At the League of Nations Assembly, she interviewed 
the delegates from Latin countries on the subject of equal na- 
tionality rights for women on behalf of the International Com- 
mittee of the National Woman’s Party. 

The fact that she was an active member of the Women’s 
Auxiliary of the American Institute of Mining and Metallurgical 
Engineers and a charter member of the Southern Pacific 
Society, shows the wide scope of her interests. 

What did Mrs. Ransome mean to the National Woman’s 
Party? Each one of us knows it can never be expressed, But 
for our own deep need some one must try. 

First, she meant Wisdom. Mrs. Ransome had a thorough 


understanding of the relative importance of ideas and of 


methods of attaining them. Every irrelevant matter was 
pushed aside. She aimed at her goal and her aim was straight. 

Second, she stood for Kindness. Her problems and the prob- 
lems of the organization were handled in a kindly way, with con- 
sideration for all the people with whom she had to deal. 

Third, she represented complete Self Abnegation, complete 
drowning of self in the work. She never preached about it—she 
never referred to it—she never asked of others what she herself 
poured out in the way of service. But she gave and gave and 
gave of herself until finally she stopped. 


She had: “Vision to see; Faith to believe; Courage to do.” 
CAROLINE LEXOW BABCOCK. 


Eleventh Biennial Convention 
FRIDAV, SATURDAY, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23rd, 24th, 25th 
Bellevue Stratford, Philadelphia, Pa. 


HIS convention of the National Woman’s Party 
— opportunities rarely offered an organiza- 
tion fighting to amend the Constitution. 

We meet to celebrate VICTORY in both JUDICI- 
ARY COMMITTEES. WE MEET TO PLAN THE 
PROCEDURE WHICH WILL CARRY THE EQUAL 
RIGHTS AMENDMENT THROUGH THE 77TH 
CONGRESS. 

No one believing in Equal Rights can afford to be 
absent at this time from the deliberations of her co- 
workers. THE ORGANIZATION NEEDS YOU and 
YOU NEED THE ORGANIZATION. Make your plans 
the day you receive this paper. MAKE YOUR RESER- 
VATIONS IMMEDIATELY AND DIRECTLY WITH 
THE HOTEL. 

Opening with registration at 2 p. m. on Friday, 
October 23rd, the convention will swing into action 
at the OPENING RALLY, half an hour later. The 
biennial address of the National Chairman, Mrs. Har- 
vey W. Wiley, will strike the significant keynote of 
the Convention and give us the inspiration with which 
to proceed with our work. 

is meeting will be followed in the late afternoon 
by a gathering in or near Independence Hall, and by a 
conference in the evening with Fraternal Delegates 
from Endorsing Organizations. 

A Press Breakfast, presided over by Bab Lincoln, 
will start Saturday, October 24th, after which dele- 
gates and members will go into a CONFERENCE on 
the EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT, at which time 
the policy and line of action to be followed during the 
next few months will be determined. 

A new feature of the Convention will be the YOUNG 
ADULT LUNCHEON to take place at one o’clock. 
Candidates for Congress and the United States Senate 
are being offered the opportunity of stating their sup- 
port of the Equal Rights Amendment either in person 
or by telegram or letter at this time. The National 
Chairman of the Young Adults, Catherine R. Dobbs, 
will greet the delegates. ‘ 

_At the business meeting at 3.30, at which the Na- 
tional Treasurer, Laura M. Berrien, will preside, com- 
mittees will report and the election of officers will 
occur. | 

Dr. Mary E. Woolley, President Emeritus of Mt. 
Holyoke College, a member of the National Woman’s 
Party, will speak at the Banquet that evening, when 
our National Chairman, Mrs. Wiley, Mrs. Emma Guf- 
fey Miller, and others to be announced in our October 
issue, will discuss the issues confronting us. 

SUNDAY, the 25th, starts with a Finance Break- 
fast, at which Mrs. Dorothy Shipley Granger, National 
Finance Chairman Pro tem, will preside, and is fol- 
lowed with a meeting for worship at 10.30 at the Race 
Street Friends Meeting of the Religious Society of 
Friends, where Lucretia Mott tg ow regularly. 
= Arabel Clark, a member of this Meeting, is in 

arge. | 

The first meeting of the newly elected National 
Council will convene at 2 p. m. that afternoon. 

OFFICERS, STATE CHAIRMEN, CHAIRMEN OF 
NATIONAL COMMITTEES are urged to mail their 
reports, typewritten, NOT LATER THAN OCTOBER 
10th, to the Executive Secretary of the National Wo- 
man’s Party, 144 B Street, Northeast, Washington, D. C. 

All members are requested to come prepared to take 
an active part in the vital discussions which will be 
held at the Press Breakfast, Finance Breakfast, Con- 
ference on the Equal Rights Amendment. 

(For complete program, see October issue of EQUAL RIGHTS.) 
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Advocates For The Equal Rights Amendment 


DR. MARY E. WOOLLEY... 
President Emeritus, Mt. Holyoke College 


_ Endorses the Equal 
Rights Amendment 
“Why am I endorsing the Equal Rights Amendment? 


“T should like to answer that question in the words 
of another woman with reference to women and inter- 
national policy: ‘It is time sex be forgotten and men 
and women become co-workers in all that concerns the 
destiny of the human race.’ 


“We are confronting the most acute crisis in human 
history, a crisis to be met by human beings, men and 
women, on an equal basis. Anything less than absolute 
equality is an anachronism in the year of our Lord 
Nineteen Hundred and Forty-two. 

“Mary E. W 


GLADYS SWARTHOUT ... 


Endorses the Equal 
Rights Amendment 


“Thank you so much for giving me an opportunity 
to tell you how strongly I feel about the necessity of 
the passage of the Equal Rights Amendment. 


“The iniquities which are possible in the present dual 
status are increasingly deplorable as women are com- 
ing to be more and more important in every phase of 
our national life. 


“You have my heartiest support for any steps which 
may be taken to secure the inclusion of this Amend- 


ment in our Constitution. 
“GLADYS SWARTHOUT.” 


2 2 


DR. WILLIAM MOULTON MARSTON ... 


Sees Need For Equality 
of Women in All Fields 


“The only hope of civilization,” said Dr. William 
Moulton Marston, Harvard-trained psychologist, to a 
Boston Herald reporter recently, “is the greater free- 
dom, development, and equality of women in all fields 
of human activity.” 


The first World War, in his opinion, made it possible 
for women to become “more developed human beings 
and to break through oppressive taboos regarding jobs 
and professions.” The present war, he believes, will 
carry that process even further to produce a new and 
finer type of woman who will be self-reliant, strong, 
comradely, honest, and fearless, because she will not 
be dependent upon any man for her livelihood. 


Professor of Literature and Languages Colo- 
rado State College of Education, Author, and 
member National Delta Kappa Gamma 


Should Be No Discrim- 
ination Between Sexes 


“In this global war, we are being told by our leaders 
in the political, the educational, the social, and the 
religious world that this struggle is the Armageddon 
for democracy as a way of life for all. If such a state- 
men be true (and we believe that it is) then as the 
essence of the philosophy of the United Nations’ plat- 
form there can be no discrimination between the sexes. 
That men and women are equal on the social and re- 
ligious planes has been granted in our democratic sys- 
tem. As yet, however, the equality on the political and 
economic planes is far from concrete achievement. 
When victory comes in this struggle for democracy in 
which America is foremost in leadership, can she re- 
fuse to one-half of her citizenry—the woman half— 
the economic and political equality as yet given by lip 
service only. The great body of the N. E. A. is united 
in the faith that only through wider and higher edu- 
cation can democracy be maintained and developed; 
then, surely, the women members of that body must be 
accorded equal legal and economic status with their 
men co-workers in the profession. We have faith that 
our fine American manhood will join with us in secur- 


ing this equality under the law. 
“EVELYN NEWMAN.” 


MRS. WORTHINGTON SCRANTON ... 
Time Ripe for Adoption of 
Equal Rights Amendment 


Mrs. Worthington Scranton, Vice-President of the 
Pennsylvania Council of Republican Women, calls on 
the women of her State to work for the adoption of 
the Equal Rights Amendment to the Constitution. 


An eloquent and forceful statement to the Republi- 
can women of her State from Mrs. Scranton, ends with 
these significant words: 


“The time is NOW ripe for a second women’s 
amendment to the Constitution under which it will be 
necessary for each State to equalize its own laws, as 
between men and women for inheritance, guardian- 
ship, divorce, ability to contract, etc., and will compel 
the Courts to apply the modern principle of equality to 
cases involving the fundamental rights of women.” 


NOTICE OF AWARD 


The prize for sending in the most new subscriptions to ‘‘Equal Rights,’’ 
during the month of August, goes to Mrs. A. E. B. Lawless, Seneca Falls, N. v. 


— — 
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Democracy Or Totalitarianism --Which? 


By GERTRUDE L. CROCKER 


1923 marked the inception of the idea, clear for a 
long time but never before definitely formulated, that 
equal rights for men and women must start with an 
amendment to the fundamental legal document of this 
country, namely, the Federal Constitution. The Amend- 
ment introduced to express this idea, known as the 
Lucretia Mott Amendment, for 19 years met the usual 
vicissitudes which await attempts to change our funda- 
mental law; but 


1942 sees this Amendment voted favorably by both 
2 Committees, 9-2, in the Senate; 9-7, in the 
ouse. 


May IIth. In the Senate, the Amendment so voted 
by the Judiciary Committee was immediately reported 
by Senator James H. Hughes and the Congressional 
Record of that day carries his remarks and the Vice- 
President’s acknowledgment. The Amendment has been 
reprinted and now bears in addition to its familiar 
number, S. J. Res, 8, its calendar number 1363. 


NOT SO IN THE HOUSE 


July 22nd. H. J. Res. 2, the official designation of 
the Lucretia Mott Amendment in the House, came up 
before the House Judiciary Committee, at a special 
meeting, and the House Committee voted to report it 
favorabl , 9-7. 


as we go to press the House Judiciary continues to 
ignore its duty to women and to the American public. 
We have waited, if not patiently, at least politely, since 
July 22nd to read in the Congressional Record a state- 
ment similar to that made by Senator Hughes. On 
May 11th, Senator Hughes said: 

“From the Committee on the Judiciary I re- 
port back favorably without amendment the 
joint resolution (S. J. Res. 8) proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States granting equal rights to men and women, 
— I ask permission later to file a written re- 
po 

But Congressman Emanuel Celler, of N. Y., Acting 
Chairman in the absence of Judge Hatton W. Sumners, 
of Texas, has made no such report. Judge Sumners has 
made no such report. 


July 20th. In the presence of a deputation led by Mrs. 
Emma Guffey Miller, Judge Sumners had been told in 
effect that the women of this nation are tired of wait- 
ing for their due as American citizens because 26 men 
on the Judiciary Committee persisted in pigeon holing 
a measure affecting every woman in the United States. 
The deputation demanded that a meeting be called to 
report favorably the Equal Rights Amendment. 

Judge Sumners had urged the deputation to with- 
draw their request—of course, they could have a meet- 
ing, he had said—certainly—but they were sure, he be- 
lieved, to lose the vote—he did not want to see the 
Amendment hurt. 

To all such comment the deputation turned a deaf 
ear. If the House Judici wished to go before the 
world as defeating Equal Rights for men and women 
in the United States, that was their affair. 

The deputation stood firm in requesting a meeting. 
The request was granted. 

As Judge Sumners was about to take the train for 
Texas, and as Congressman Celler, the second member 
of the Judiciary Committee, would serve as Acting 
Chairman in his absence, as he had many times in the 


past, Judge Sumners telephoned him and asked him to 
come to the conference. 

In the presence of the deputation and of Congress- 
man Celler, Judge Sumners was asked by Rebekah 
Scandrett Greathouse, one of the deputation, “How 
many members of the Judiciary Committee constitute 
a quorum?” 

Answer by Judge Sumners, “A majority of the Com- 
mittee.” In this case it would be fourteen. 

Mrs. Greathouse: “‘What vote is required to report 
the Equal Rights Amendment favorably ?” 

Judge Sumners: “A majority of those present.” In 
this case, since sixteen members attended, a majority 
would be nine. 

Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller then asked Judge Sum- 
ners, “Since you are leaving for Texas, will you author- 
ize Congressman Celler to call a meeting of the Judi- 
ciary Committee to consider the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment?” 

“Yes,” replied Judge Sumners. 

“Congressman Celler, continued Mrs. Miller, will 
you call a meeting of the Judiciary Committee when so 
authorized by Judge Sumners?” 

“I will,” replied Congressman Celler. 

After considerable backing and filling, the meeting 
was called for Wednesday, July 22nd, at 10.30 o’clock. 

A careful check showed that a quorum was in Wash- 
ington and planning to be present. At least one Con- 
gressman postponed his departure to attend this meet- 
ing. 


July 22. An executive meeting is a ticklish matter 
to account for. But all the fragmentary reports agree 
on the following points: 


1. A quorum was t. Sixteen out of twen- 
ty-six. Judge ners had said that only 
fourteen were required. 


2. A majority of that quorum voted to report 
the Equal Rights Amendment favorably 9-7. 
THUS THE CONDITIONS NECESSARY 
FOR SECURING A FAVORABLE REPORT 
AS OUTLINED BY JUDGE SUMNERS 
TWO DAYS BEFORE WERE ALL FUL- 
FILLED. A FAVORABLE REPORT ON H. 
J. RES. 2 HAD BEEN VOTED. 


BUT 


3. The favorable report was not given to the 
House at its next session—NOR AT ANY 
OF THE SUBSEQUENT SESSIONS. | 


Is this a néw technique to defeat a democratic vote 
on a democratic measure which happens to be unaccept- 
able to the Chairman of the House Judiciary Com- 
mittee? 

Following are two letters, one from Judge Sumners 


to our California Co-Ordinator, Mrs. Blanding Sloan 


(Mildred Taylor), and her reply to him. 


JUDGE HATTON W. SUMNERS SPEAKS 


Aug. 27, 1942 
Mrs. BLANDING SLOAN 


My dear Mrs. Sloan: 


I have just returned from the American Bar Assn. Convention 
in Detroit and find your letter of the 16th instant. I am very 
sorry indeed to learn of Mrs. Ransome’s death. 

My position with reference to what you know as the Equal 
Rights Amendment is very well known, as you will appreciate, 


(Continued on page 75) 
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EQUAL RIGHTS 


What Is Ahead For The Woman Attorney? 


Leader of Their Organization, Looking Into Future, Sees Broadening O ppor- 
tunity for the ‘Portia’ As World Learns to Judge Her Only By Her Ability 


By GERTRUDE HARRIS, of the Atlanta Bar 
Immediate Past President, National Association of Women Lawyers 


(Eprtor’s Note: Asked by American Law & La 


to write on what she believes lies ahead for the woman lawyer, 


Mrs. Harris contributes the following comments.) 


OW that America has been at war for nearly six 

months, American women are discovering that 

this is not solely a war away from home; it is a war at 

home and they are in it, just as the women of England 
found themselves in the war soon after it began. 


In the last war women won the right to vote. In this 
war they are winning, from within themselves, an 
understanding of the duty inherent in that right—the 
duty of vigilant awareness, without which the right to 
vote is meaningless. Because they are sharing the war 
in a way in which they never shared the peace, they 
have been able in England to demand from their gov- 
ernment consideration of the problems which are their 
province, 

New Measure of Worth 


Times have changed since World War No. 1. We are living 
in a new era where vital accomplishments, not sex, is the meas- 
uring rod. The American men and women enjoy the greatest 
— freedom in the world, and it is our fervent hope that 

em 


ocracy will always prevail in our midst. 


The present war will either bring enlarged horizons and 
broader 3 — for women, or else it will elose many of 
the doors already open to them. This, it seems to me, depends 
on how successful are our own armed forces in the field. Cer- 
tainly, the trends of the moment, (i.e. Womens Army Auxiliary 
Corps, induction of Yeomanettes into regular Naval service, 
equal pay for equal work in war factories) points toward equal- 
ity between the sexes. 


Filling Absentees’ Places 


Now, as to the question that women lawyers should not want 
to profit at the expense of young men called to military service, 
the same is equally true of the men lawyers who stay behind, as 
far as profiting in the absence of others who go into service. 
There is no more reason why women should step out after the 
war than such men who remain behind. Women are now de- 
manding the right to serve in the Army and Navy and other 
forces and many, including lawyers, are already serving in de- 
partments and with numerous volunteer services in connection 
with the war effort. Lawyers, women as well as men, are giv- 
ing free legal services to the needy families of soldiers and 
sailors and are working for the Treasury Department on De- 
fense Savings, — selling, etc. In addition, our women 
attorneys are giving time to Civilian Defense and have their 
UA units, and are donating their services to the 


Without desire to profit at the expense of men called 
into service, women, nevertheless, are being called upon, not only 
to ve equal services in the war effort, but to render service in 
— the economic set-up on the home-front and man 
of them will remain at their posts after peace has been decla 
It is inevitable that if they acquit themselves creditably in fill- 
opportunities hitherto closed to professional women, as well 
as female industrial workers, this fact will have an effect upon 
the paychology of the women who nd to them, as as 
upon the men who work in harness these women. 


No Threat to Men 


It has always been my contention that when women actually 
took their place in the world, and lived equality, the necessary 
legal measures would be fast in following. Women doctors, like 
women lawyers, will, of course, benefit by the war-time 
changes. Male doctors and male lawyers need not be injured by 
them. Once woman is accepted as a human being jud 
— on her merits as such, it will be found that the labor market 
and professional field will still divide itself according to skill and 
ability. Hence the able male need fear no competition but the 
able female, and once humanity stops thinking in terms of sex, 


where business and ability are it will be a matter 
simply of able workers in competition with able workers. 


I do not m share the average male’s terror that w 
once freed of discriminations and traditional hinderances, 
out-class him in all things. It is my opinion that there is plenty 
of room for the woman lawyer as for the good male lawyer. 
If women, entering the profession, will observe the ethics, their 


service will be a magnificent one, since the legal ee has 


a tendency to suffer now from swollen ranks and 


In ing to men who are worried about the future, I would 
say the tr toward ity is inevitable. It will not remake 
the world into Utopia, but neither will it harm society. To the 
women who are facing the strenuous fu which broadened 
opportunity and greater freedom points for them, I would : 

atch yourselves that you may at all times worthy of 
larger role. 


(Printed ion of the author from “American Law 


ady practice. 


Women Lawyers 


THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN LAWYERS, 
at their recent Convention held at Detroit, Michigan, August 23, 
1942 passed the following resolution. 


Whereas, the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN 
LAWYERS stands on record as having Endorsed the EQUAL 
RIGHTS AMENDMENT; and 


Whereas, the Equal Rights Amendment has already been 
favorably reported out of the Senate Judiciary Committee and 
1. the Calendar of the United States Senate as No. 

„an 


Whereas, the Equal Rights Amendment has been favorably 
nec upon by the House Judiciary Committee, but has not yet 


THEREFORE BM IT RESOLVED, That the National Association 
of Women Lawyers assembled in Convention at Detroit, 
Michigan, on August 23rd, 1942, urges the House Judiciary 
Committee to report immediately its favorable action on said 
Equal Rights Amendment to the House, and to place same on the 
Calendar of the House; and 


It Is FURTHER RESOLVED, That the 8 Secretary 
of the National Association of Women Lawyers send a copy of 
this Resolution to the Chairman of the House Judieiary 

— 


Women At The Peace Conference 


(Extract from an article. by Phyllis Bentley“, appearing in 
Bundles For Britain, Aug. 12, 1942.) 


* * * Most women feel that to provide a sound basis for equal 
cooperation between men and women after the war, some revi- 
sion of our educational system will be necessary. 


What of the future of women in the political sense? 


There is more certainty felt here than in the economic field, 
where opportunities for women are seen to depend on world- 
wide problems of trade and markets. It is taken for granted, I 
find, many that women will be present at the Peace Confer- 
ence, We shall have helped to win the war, they say; we can 
help to win the peace, too—and we mean to be there to do 80. 


Our function is to nourish, to cherish and to enrich life; the 
post-war world, with its tremendous problems of food, health 
and the psychological neuroses which must be conquered if 
future wars are to be avoided, need us, needs our contribution; 
we expect to be there to make it. 


*(Phyllis Bentley is a distinguished British novelist, author, 
among many books, of Take Couraee,” published in 1940.) 
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Finding A Ribbon 


By MARY E. WOOLLEY 


In a search for some ribbon a few days ago I took 
out a piece which I always stop to admire. A soft 
greenish-blue and violet, as soft in texture as in color, 
I have never seen another ribbon just like it. 


There is an added reason why I have kept this par- 
ticular piece. Ten years ago in Geneva at the Confer- 
ence for the Reduction and Limitation of Armaments, 
I was a member of a Committee which granted the re- 
quest for a public presentation of the millions of peti- 
tions for disarmament, coming from all parts of the 
world. Grateful for my part in this decision, the group 
forming the non-official Women’s Disarmament Com- 
mittee gave me a charming litle blue clock and lovely 
flowers tied with the soft greenish-blue and violet rib- 
bon, a gracious act in which a litle woman from the 
Netherlands was the prime mover. 


This little woman from the Netherlands I learned 
to know well in the Geneva days and have thought 
often of her during the intervening years. She was 
such a friendly soul, genuine, unself-conscious, as well 
as unselfish, so absorbed in doing for someone or for 
some cause, that there was never time to think about 
herself. She was as natural as a child. One morning 
soon after meeting her my telephone rang from the 
office of Les Bergues, and an eager voice said: “Miss 
Woolley, I want to see you about something. May I 
come up and talk while you are eating breakfast?’ 
What did it matter that I was not long out of bed? 
What did it matter that the request was somewhat 
unconventional for an acquaintance of a few days only? 
There was something that ought to be done and done 
without delay; that and that only was what mattered 
to Rosa Suze Manus. 


The finding of the piece of ribbon a few days ago 
was a reminder, as always, of her. A believer in tel- 
epathy, I was not surprised when her name was men- 
tioned at lunch that noon. “Rosa Manus? Is there an 
article by her in the ‘Netherlands News’? “No,” came 
the reply, “it is the notice of her death in a German 
Concentration Camp.” 


Rosa Manus, dead in a German Concentration Camp! 
In Hitler’s “New Order” there is no mercy for a 
woman whose life had been given to the cause of 
women’s rights and international peace. Joining the 
Dutch Suffragist movement when she was a you 
woman, she became a member of the governing boa 
of the Netherlands Association for Women Voters and 
of the Association for Women Citizens; Vice-Presi- 
dent of the International Federation for Women’s Suf- 
frage; Secretary for the Committee for Peace and the 
League of Nations. 

Her public service was repeatedly recognized by the 
authorities, who conferred upon her the silver medal 
of distinction of the town of Amsterdam—the most 
distinctive ribbon of honor her own town could give 
Rosa Manus—and made her an officer of the Order of 
Orange-Nassau. It is not strange that after the German 
invasion of Holland she was arrested and sent to the 
Reich where on May twenty-ninth she died in one of 
the concentration camps. 

Another “Greatheart” has paid the price for defying 
the hideous enemies of all that gives to life its value 
and significance. Rosa Manus has fought a good fight, 
has finished her course, has kept the faith. The stand- 
ard which she has laid down is for us to carry forward. 


I your subscription paid up? The date on your wrapper is the expiration 
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@ Do your friends read ‘‘Equal Rights’’? If not, why not? 


Divide And Conquer 
By JEANNETTE MARKS 


High tribute is being paid over and over again to 
British women in war work—to their skill, their will- 
ingness, and their courage. Whatever the contribution 
of women, it is no exaggeration to say that if it were 
possible to have withdrawn British women altogether 
from the war effort, that Island Fortress would have 
become long ago the prize of the enemy. Whether they 
are British women or American, that is how important 
women can be—basically how important women are. 


And now our American women are geared to : nurses, 
salvage workers, airplane workers and munition ds, am- 
bulance drivers and finally the WAACS and WAVES—women 
intelligent, resolute, and skilled. There is another type of 
American woman engaged in work no less important. Recently 
a woman printer arrived in Washington ready to campaign for 
the Equal Rights amendment. She said: 


“I’ve left my job for three days and I’ve paid my way to 
Washi n because I must tell the Judiciary Committee that 
women like me need the Equal Rights Bill . . I’ve got a good 

b on the night shift that men are always after . When my 
usband died I had to “oh the children and I’ve waited seven 

rs for this job. I’ve had it four years but I’m afraid I'll 

ose it before I can draw social security. You see if the Equal 
Rights Bill were passed I’d have a better chance as a 
more security. I know there are a lots of women like me and 
want to tell the Senators how we feel.” 


That Modern Reader’s Version of Satin, Adolph Hitler, in 
Mein Kampf told the Nazis to “divide and conquer.” While 
some pyre a Woman drones on and on recessively about 
“delicate questions of social policy” and divisions between na- 
tional and state legislatures, while the world needs the work and 
the strength of erican women, we continue to indulge in 
mountain feuds with other women over the issue of being pro- 
tected or not being protected by some job or some man. t 
every woman knows is that if we are to win the war there can 
be no such divisions among women, or between men and women. 
Donald Vance says in the Washington Post that for years the 
* blocking this Amendment in Congress has been some 

the women’s organizations which fear that women “can’t 
stand on their own feet, but must make wage and salary con- 
cessions to hold their places against masculine competition.” 
Ask those British women on the front line benches in England 
about standing on their own feet! Ask that American woman 
rinter, and several million workers in America who are like 
er in achievement and independence whether the real difficulty 
is fear on the woman’s part or fear on the man’s ! Is there 
no council table around which women could sit down together, 
t women’s organizations which except for these fueds are 
glory of our country, seeking in friendliness in this hour of 
the world’s most terrible — Bae ah the difference of 
opinion—to do away with all division among women? . . To 
day America, whether with or against its will, is in the posi- 
tion of world leadership,—a leadership by which the very exist- 
ence of D can be forfeited by a blunder in “timing”. 
For such a blunder in “timing” women, ignoring the council 
table, might well become responsible. 

Is not this the hour when men and women together, for the 
sake of Democracy, should ask our lawmakers not to permit our 
democratic processes to be blocked by restrictions on American 
women similar to those of the German Government? No less 4 
person than Chief Justice Hughes wrote: “Democracy has its 
own capacity for ny.“ To what the former Chief Jus- 
tice has said about * should be added that it is always an 
expression of tyranny which deprives any class of men or women 
of its rights. By means of the Equal Rights Bill let us get 
justice for women here at home and in all those countries we 
seek to set free! In the recent statement of the World Woman's 
Party are these sentences: 


No one knows what contribution women could make 
—and will make—when these inequalities and restric- 
tions are removed. For the sake of a new and better 
world, as well as in justice to women themselves, we 
call upon the United Nations to establish freedom for 
women in all territory under their jurisdiction. 


It is not too much to say that the United States, and 
ifically Washington, is the centre of Democracy’s fight for 

e Four Freedoms, freedom from want, freedom from fear, 
freedom of speech, and freedom of religion. In the past our 
representative figure has been that of the pioneer. Now, in a 
completed freedom for women, let us pioneer in! For this is 
the moment in behalf of Total Democracy to add a Fifth Free 
dom: Freedom from all forms of Slavery, including the free 
dom of women from every vestige of their chattel status! 
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Woman Suffrage Ratification Day 


House at the Alva Belmont House, National Headquar- 
ters of the N. W. P., from 12 noon to 7 p. m., marked the 22d 
anniversary of the Ratification of the 19th Amendment to the 
United States Constitution, granting votes to women, A stamp 
collection loaned Mrs. Grace L. the 
Washington Philatelic Society, was on view in the Library, 
showing stamps honoring women, issued to and including t 
date. ey included the Martha Washington eight-cent stamp 
struck off in 1902; the Susan B. Anthony three-cent stamp 
struck off in 1936, and stamps honoring Virginia Dare; Louisa 
May Alcott, Frances E. Willard and Jane Addams. The N. W. P. 
is earnestly endeavoring to secure a stamp in honor of Lucretia 
Mott, on January 3, 1943, on the occasion of the 150th anniver- 
sary of her birth. 


Three times during the afternoon a dramatic sketch “The 
Birth of Woman’s Independence,” by Amelia Himes Walker, was 
given to an audience which never failed to respond to the thrill 
of the Epic of the Seneca Falls Convention of 1848. The cast 
was as follows: Elizabeth Cady Stanton, was played by Miss 
Mathilde Bahar, in an elaborate dress worn the mother of 
our Chairman, in 1870; Lucretia Mott by Mrs. Mildred Palmer; 
Martha C. Wright (Mrs. Mott’s sister) by Mrs. W. G. Clark 
and Mrs. Mary Ann McClintock by Mrs. Nell Frea. The last 
thie garb of the ladies whom 
they represented, 


Mrs. Caroline Stephen reported on the recent re-endorsement 
of the American Federation of Soroptomists’ Clubs; Mrs. 
Dorothy Shipley Granger, who has recently accepted the 
arduous position of Chairman of the National Finance Com- 
mittee, spoke on how to fulfill the dream of the suffragists. Her 
plea of course was for money to swing the 2 Checks 
should be mailed at once to the Treasurer, Laura Berrien, at 
Natl. Headquarters to continue the fund reported last month. 
Mrs. Wiley, who presided, referred to the recent panel recom- 
mendation to the War Labor Board es the same wage 
rate for women as for men when doing the same work. “There 
is,“ said Mrs. Wiley, “no permanency in such an order because 
the same Board which now equalizes the wages, at a later date 
can re-create the old differentials between men and women. 
Moreover this order refers to war time industry. Hence the 
the need for the equal rights amendment to the Constitution is 
more needed than ever, in order to make such a policy 
permanent, for all government work at all times”, 


18,000,000 Women In U. S. 
May Be Working By 1944 


According to an Associated Press report in The Washington 
Star” of t. one woman out of every six, over 18 years 
of age, in the UNITED STATES, not now in the labor force, 
may be needed in our war effort. The last Census of 1940 listed 
approximately 12,846,565 women gainfully employed in this 
country, or 25 per cent of all women over 14 years of age. War 

roduction alone employed 1,500,000 women last December. This 

re may jump to 4,500,000 by December, 1942, and may climb 
to 6,000,000 by the end of 1943. In other words by the end of 
next year 8 million women may be gainfully employed, 
or about 30 per cent of all the women of the country. Miss Mar- 
garet A. Hickey, owner and director of a school for secretaries 
at St. Louis, vice-president of the National Federation of Busi- 
ness and Professional Women, a lawyer and member of the Mis- 
souri bar, has been named chairman of the Women’s Policy 
Committee, consisting of twelve members, which will aid in 
mobilizing the women workers. 


It is said that Representative Joseph Clark Baldwin's bill H.R. 
6806, introduced March 18, 1942, to register all women between 
the ages of 18 and 65, may soon be passed. In this connection 
the statement of Representative Baldwin at the Susan B. An- 
thony Memorial Meeting, Feb. 15, 1942 (see “Equal Rights” 
March 1942, page 20) is recalled with pleasure: “It seems to me 
self-evident that if we are going to ask women to assume equal 
responsibilities with the men in our war effort, we should give 
them equal rights in our peace-time picture.” 


In CANADA, according to The Star of Sept. 6th, the first 
class of women 20 to 24 years, both married and single must reg- 
ister by September 19th. Prime Minister King has said; Every 
man and women capable of performing some task of war service 
should undertake the service for which he or she may be best 
qualified and which the demands of war require.” In Canada 
selective service covers the entire population. 


— 


Is ‘‘Equal Rights on all the Reading Room Tables in your town? 


Democracy Or Totalitarianism Which? 


(Continued from page 72) 


and also my attitude toward the consideration of this — é 
amendment. I do not have the slightest objection to its b 
taken up in the Judiciary Committee and am willing to facilitate 
its consideration by the Committee. I have told the — 
of the Amendment of my attitude repeatedly and they fully un- 
derstand it. 

You realize that for a long time I have been doing my best to 
1 about a re-establishment of governmental responsibility in 
the States in matters within their governmental capacity to deal 
with and I cannot look with favor upon a Constitutional Amend- 
ment which would put a limitation on the States’ power to deal 
with matters concerning which they have full cabacity to act. It 
would be useless for us to argue the question. I cannot change 
your views nor can you change mine but I can help to insure its 
consideration. 

I wish you women could agree to proceed through State gov- 
ernments. You would then be aiding, as I have said in the 
preservation of a true democracy in America. I call your atten- 
tion to the next to the last paragraph in your letter. 


Very respectfully yours, 7 
(Signed) Hatron W. SUMNERs. 


THE NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY REPLIES 


3299 Olive Ave., (Present address) 
Altadena, California 
120 N. 15th street (Permanent address) 
Corsicana, Texas. 

Tue Hon, Hatron W. SUMNERS, 

Chairman, House Judiciary Committee 

House of Representatives. 


My dear Congressman Sumners: 


Your kind and explanatory letter of August 27th has been re- 
ceived. You have no idea how very much I appreciate your 
truly democratic stand or attitude,—even though you do not 
prove our amendment. You declare that you have not 
slightest objection to its consideration, that you are willing to 
facilitate its consideration, and that while you will not cha 
your views regarding its adoption, you can help insure i 
consideration. 

In other words, while your opinions and ours differ, you are 
still democrat enough to defend our right to express them, and 
in this case the rights of the 18 national organizations and hun- 
dreds of local State groups that have asked for its consideration 
and its submission to their respective State legislatures for con- 
sideration. 

Evidently you have been away, and when you wrote me on the 
27th had not been back long enough to have caught up with events 
that happened during your absence. We shall not need your 
help in facilitating its consideration, because on July 22d, it was 
favorably voted upon by the House Judiciary Committee, by a 
vote of 9-7. But we do need your help to make amends for a 
violation of parliamentary procedure that occurred during your 
absence. Either through ignorance of procedure or for some 
other reason, unknown to us, the acting chairman, entertained a 
motion to adjourn, immediately after the favorable vote was 
taken. Whereas he should have entertained a motion to report 
the favorable action to the House and thereby make it a part of 
the proceedings of the House. 


In view of this violation of procedure, and now that you have 
returned to take over, may we count upon you to have that fault 
corrected immediately? I feel sure that you can be counted 
upon to facilitate democratic procedure in this instance just as 
you would in instances of bills which have your personal 
approval. 

It was to bring about this report to the House that Mrs. Ran- 
some postponed her trip back to California. I recall that you 
called her the “Little One”. No one could look into her face 
without realizing her strength of character, No one could be 
associated with her without realizing what integrity of in- 
tellect she had. A graduate of Byrn Mawr and special work 
in Heidelberg, a scientist in her own right, she had little taste 
for political work, but felt it her duty to work to achieve full 
constitutional protection for women as a means of strengthen- 
ing democracy. She felt it not enough to have State protection 
while being denied Federal rights. 


I shall be happy to hear that you have facilitated the report 
of the July 20d action by your —— 


Faithfully yours, 
(Signed) MILDRED TAYLOR 


Mrs. BLANDING SLOAN, 
N. W. P. Coordinator for California. 
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A Feminist Thinks It Over 


By ALMA LUTZ 
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WOMEN AND THE UNIONS 


IN THE large labor ps in the country, in both 
the A. F. of L. and the C. I. O., there are no women 
in any of the inner councils,“ reported Dr. Minnie L. 
Maffett, President of the National Federation of Busi- 
ness and Professional Women's Clubs, in a splendid 
speech before the Board Meeting of her organization. 
“Even the Women’s Trade Union Auxiliaries of the 
A. F. of L.,“ she continued, “are headed by men! The 
unions predominantly composed of women are gov- 
erned by the few men who are members. Eighty-five 
: r cent of the members of the International Garment 
orkers Union, for example, are women—but the ex- 
ecutive board is made up of men and a woman.” 


All of this is glaring evidence that more democracy 
is needed in our labor groups and that women workers, 
if they wish to attain economic independence, must 
begin at once to adopt new methods and take an active 
part in the labor movement, This does not mean merely 
to become members, paying dues, but to reach a place 
on executive boards and as policy makers. And the tume 
for this is now. 


Women are taking their places in industry and busi- 
ness in unprecedented numbers. To the surprise of 
many, but not this column, they are doing all kinds of 
work with skill and efficiency. The barriers which used 
to be regarded as separating women’s work and men’s 
work have vanished. Dexterity and precision, qualities 
which women possess in abundance, are as valuable 
and even more valuable in certain industries than the 
much-lauded brawn of the men. Equal pay for equal 
work, provided for first by the Fair Labor Standards 
Act, has now been announced as the policy of the War 
Labor Board. Gradually it will become the accepted 
thing in the minds of the people. - 


If women in the labor movement are awake to the 
signs of the times, they will make use of this great 
opportunity and take their places side by side with 
men in the management of their unions. New work 
beckons the Women’s Trade Union League, the Con- 
sumers League, and the League of Women Voters, 
whose sponsorship of special labor legislation for 
women belongs to the past. The future calls for the 
unionization of women workers and better conditions 
for all workers—men and women. If the Women’s 
Bureau will discard its out-dated policy of special labor 
legislation for women, it can make a tremendous con- 
tribution toward the development of democracy in the 
labor movement. It has done a splendid job in encour- 
aging the training and employment of women and in 
asking for equal pay for equal work. 


Reports coming from reliable sources show that 
some labor unions, fearing the competition of women, 
have opposed the employment of women in war indus- 
tries, insisting that every available man should be used 
first. This questionable protection of men has slowed 
down the training of women, has necessitated the con- 
tinuous changing of workers, and in the long run will 
slow down war production. , 


To protect themselves, men union workers have in 
some cases insisted on a policy of equal pay for equal 
work, and this is all to the good. We have wondered 
that they have not done it before. In some plants 
women workers are obliged to join the union, and we 
can only. hope that they will not only pay their dues 


ALVA BELMONT LIBRARY 
Mary Elizabeth Downey, Librarian 

As a service the Library may render, cooperating 
with the Commemoration Days Committee, perhaps a 
calendar and suggestive program may be found effec- 
tive in promoting the 225 feature of the Na- 
tional Woman's Party. 

Looking forward to the ratification of the Lucretia 
Mott Amendment, now passed favorably by both the 
House and Senate Judiciary Committees, much pre- 
liminary promotion work will need to be done thruout 
the States. | 

The following outline of study for the year has been 
developed with the idea of repeating the suggested 
subject with fuller notation and references for study 
and preparation for the next month, in EQUAL RIGHTs. 

This year since r is convention month the 
program may center on that as most appropriate. 


National Woman’s Party Calendar and Suggestive Programs 


pa 8—Lucretia Mott Birthday, February 15—Susan B. 
Anthony Birthday, March—Pioneers in the United States, April 
—Forerunners in England, May—The Woman Movement in 
Other Countries, June—Pathfinders in the Professions and In- 
dustri July 19—Declaration of Woman's Rights—Seneca 
Falls vention, August 26— Woman Suffrage Ratification 
Day, September—Feminist Authors—Past & Present, October— 
The National Woman’s Party, November 12—Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton Birthday, December 7—World Woman's Party. 


NEW LEAFLETS 


Unequal Justice Under Law; Women and the Con- 
stitution 10 
By Helen Elizabeth Brown 
10 for $ 50—50 for $2 


Do You Know That a Woman Does Not Have. J for $ .10 
With and withaut membership blanks. 
100 for $1 


Dr. Mary E. Woolley Endorses the Equal Rights 
Amendment 


Gladys Swarthout Endorses the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment 

Charles Meier Schlesinger Endorses the Equal Rights 

Large Quantities at Reduced Prices 


LITERATURE CHAIRMAN 


NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
144 B Street Northeast Washington, D. C. 


5 for 4 .10 
5 for $ 10 
5 for % .10 


but will take their membership seriously and assume 
some of its major responsibilities. 

Employers and union men will sooner or later have 
to face the fact that the world is made up of able 
women workers as well as of men workers, that jobs 
must go to the most efficient, that regulations affectin 
hours, wages, and conditions of work must be based 
on the nature of the work and not on the sex of the 
worker. | 

It will gradually be brought home to all of us that 
many of the young men in our Army, Navy, and Air 
Corps will never return to business and industry. 
Trained women will have to take over. Many young 
women will be unable to marry and raise a family. 
Instead they will be depended upon to support aged 
parents and relatives, Some of them may find them- 
selves responsible for the support of their children and 
a husband invalided by war. Their opportunities to 
work must not be complicated because of labor legis- 
lation or union regulations based on sex. 

If present union leadership is wise, it will see its 
opportunity to strengthen the labor movement by wel- 
coming women to its ranks and its councils. 
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